Lawsuit: Doctors operated on
wrong side of woman’s brain
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DETROIT — Deborah Blankenship

died 16 months after doctors at
Oakwood Hospital & Medical Center
in Dearborn operated on the wrong
side of her brain.

A lawsuit was filed earlier this
month in Wayne County Circuit Court
on behalf of Blankenship’s family.

The 49-year-old Flat Rock woman
came fo Oakwood Hospital with a
severe headache Aug, 6, 2007.

At that time, Blankenship was neu-
rologically sound, the lawsuit says.

Qakwood doctors found a 2 mm to
3 mm apeurysm in her brain, and
she was diagnosed with a bleeding
aneurysm. o

. Initial treatment of coiling the
aneurysm caused it to rupture,
requiring Blankenship to undergo
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Johnson also was an
employee of University
Neurosurgical Services.

The doctors no longer
work for Oakwood and a
hospital spokeswoman
said in an e-mail that she
‘did not know how to con-
tact them.,

They were not reached

for comment on this
report.

Haider-Shah initially
attempted coiling the

aneurysm, a decision the
lawsuit says was negli-
gent, .

Before the aneurysm
was secured, Blankenship
was given heparin, a drug
that prevents blood from
clotting, and that resulted
in more bleeding from the
aneurysm and the need
for additional surgery, the
lawsuit says. '

- This is an occur-
‘rence that the
medical profes-

sion calls a “never

event,” meaning it
shouid never hap-
pen, McKeen said.

In preparation for sur-
gery, Blankenship’s hair
was shaved, her skull was
cut open and the layer cov-
ering her brain was peeled
back on the right side of
her brain, McKeen said, |
but the aneurysm was on
the left side of her brain.

When Johnson began
operating, he called for
Haider-Shah and asked
which side of the brain the
aneurysm was on and was
told the left. ]

The right side of the
brain had to be closed and
the left side prepared for
surgery.

“She lost precious time,”
McKeen said. “By the time
they did the repair, she
suffered major neurolog-
ical injury. She lived 16
brain damaged,
unable to communicate
with family. She lived a
- horrible quality of life,
then she died.”

. This is an ocecurrence
that the medical profes-
sion ealls a “never event,”
meamng it should never

months,

Blankenship suffered per-
manent brain damage,
impaired cognitive capacity
and was incapable of mak-
ing life decisions and living
independently from Aug. 6,
-2007, until her death Dec.
8, 2008, the lawsuit says.

additional surgery, the lawsuit says.
Errors made by doctors and hospital

staff caused delays in proper treat-
ment and surgery being performed

- said. -

said.

ter,”

says,

States.

happen, McKeen said.

B “If’s such an egregious e
example of malpractice, DGt aeenE $ .
it is preventable, and it
involves severe cases of
damage,” he said.

The violations of safe-
ty rules that occurred in
this case resulted in cata-
strophic damage and that
d is something that should
not be tolerated, McKeen

“The medlcal profession
has said this should never
happen, yet it. continues ;
to happen because they're
not following precautions
for communication, safe-
ty,” McKeen said.

If safety protocols are |
followed, this kind of thing
would never happen, he

Wrong-site surgeries are
“an extremely sericus mat-
Paula Rivera-Kerr,
mediarelations manager at
Oakwood Healtheare Inc,
 says in a press release.

.The hospital took steps
to implement correctlons,
the press release says.

Among those steps, it
were immediately
reporting the incident to
the Joint Commission, an
independent, not-for-profit
organization that accred-
its and certifies health
" care organizations and
programs in the United

says. )
Blankenship suffered permanent
brain damage, impaired cogmtlve
capacity and was incapable of mak-§
ing life decisions and living inde- f.
pendently from Aug. -6, 2007, until |
her death Dec, 8, 2008, the lawsuit |
says. i

Attorney Brian McKeen filed the
lawsuit for the family, seeking more
than $25,000 in damages, s

The lawsuit names Oakwood §
Hospital & Medical Center; Dr.
Hasnain Haider-Shah, a radiclogist;
Dr. Robert R. Johnson, a neurosur-
geon; and University Neurosirgical
Associates.

At the time, Haider-Shah and
Johnson were employees of the
Oakwood Healthcare System. ]
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“Oakwood has taken
aggressive action to imple-
ment more robust patient
safety protocols through
an initiative known as Life
Wings,” the release says.

Now, 100 percent of
actively practieing phy-
sicians in the operating
rooms and procedural
areas at’ Oakwood have
been trained, it says. -

“Our primary concern
"~ has always been for the
patient and her family,”
the press release says.

Rivera-Kerr said |
Blankenship’s family was
notified immediately. :

“We deeply regret the
heartache they have expe-
rienced, and in an effort to |
‘respect the patient’s fam- :
: xly and adhere to patient |

privacy laws, we will not |

release information spe-
cific to this case,” the press

release says. .

“Oakwood is C’Ommlt-
ted to patient safety and -
through ecrew resource
.management and other |
efforts, we believe every
patlent will receive the
best possible care at all
Oakwood facilities.”




