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Tn a confidential lawsuit ﬁled i
Wayne County Circuit Court, plaintiffs
minor and next friend soughi; compen-
Satory *damages from defendant physi- _
ciamt and defendant hospital after the - |
minor was permaneﬂtly blinded. = . §8
Six-months prior to minor’s bu'th
her mother tested positive fo
nalis bacteria in'a cervical eulture. ~
The mother, however, would not bs
cultured again until her membranes
prematurely ruptured ‘three months |
later, when she was diagnosed with:G. . -
vaginalis, staphyloceccus and E. coli.
The mother spent two weeks at defen-
dant hospital before returning home,”
On April 8, 1993, the mother re-

turned to defendant hospital with'a -
fever and foul-gmelling, purulent -
vaginal discharge. Due to the infgc- :
tiom (chorioaimnionitis) and the fact. -
that the fetus was in the bréech:

Iy transferred to the neonatal mtensw

On May 12; 1993, the baby received

consultatlon to m_le out retmopathy of
1 by

care was made, but no follow-
“At another appointment on Ma
that the baby had ROP, and a follg
recommended. After two didgnose

- ceived no folIoW-up care, and wa
Approprlate tare was 1ot administersd

'1993. By that time, she was diagnosed Wlth stage 5 ROP ol

and it was toolate to save her sight. -
PlaintiT agseérted that, because the minor is completely

blinded in one eye and her other eye is worse than: Iegally

blind, she will:never be able to drive a car, walk dowii a
caty street tunassisted or live mdependentl a.ud wﬂl fe-
quire significant follow-up care. '
Defendants contended that thére was no prommate
cause because there was not}nng that could be doneto
save the child’s eyesight. £
The case settled for $7. 53 million. -

Type of injuries: Permanent buﬁdnés;s; -
Name of case: Confrdenﬂal

_00urt/ Case no /Date. Wayne County CII‘CUit C
confl dential Jan 26, 2009 3

Settlement amount: $7.53 fmlllon -
Attomeys for plaint!ff ‘Brian ). McKeen Kevin
Attorney(s) for defendant Wlthhe

Keys to winning: Pers;stent fosuson defendants COfces
‘as to inablhty, impeachment of deferise Ilab;hty experts

' saturation and condition steadily.

_as'to the child’s.¢ oxygen saturatl

N palred range It also was noted that;
: qulre full tune support throughou ke

and defendant physiciang weré
minor suffered birth tratima, léav
abled by cerebral’ pai
including mental retardatio
:In'late Deceniber 2004,
turely at- defendant hosp_
tal intensive care unit; NICU) th
tachypnea; grunting, intercostal retid
without oxygen. The admit nota indigdte
should be under-glose observatmn fo
During her admission to the NIC:

three hours elapsed: without any: s 7 g1

*Bécause of the depnvatlon 0 L
chlld suffered from hy'_poxlc 1&'0}1




